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15 Years of Freeing Communities
A Remarkable Record of Results 
A Commitment to Growth in the Future

The 15-year retrospective included with this year’s annual report shows there 
is much to cheer. There is widespread acknowledgment of the global scale 
of slavery where denial once prevailed. Countries have strengthened their 
laws in order to arrest and prosecute human traffickers. Modern slavery is 
now commonplace as a field of study and research in universities. Significant 
increases in funding have occurred to fight slavery. The number of organiza-
tions and people engaged in the modern abolition movement has skyrocket-
ed. In just 15 years, a global movement for freedom has emerged. 

We are proud that Free the Slaves has been a pioneer and leader in this 
awakening. The critical needs now are demonstrating and scaling-up effec-
tive approaches to slavery eradication.

Free the Slaves is focused on the new challenges before us. We are devoting 
2014 to 2016 to rigorously assessing the impact of our community-based 
approach. We have published our model and invited scrutiny. We have de-
fined metrics that are monitored quarterly. An independent evaluation of our 
efforts in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has hailed the “increased 
community-led resistance to slavery” that the program has created. The 2015 
programmatic results detailed in this annual report engender a high degree 
of confidence in the Free the Slaves community-based strategy.

Our commitment to results is paying dividends. The stage is being set for 
a bold effort to scale-up impact. Beyond the numbers lives the joy of 

liberation in the communities we serve. We are deeply grateful to 
our supporters, who make the work of freedom possible.

 Maurice Middleberg   Jane Covey
 Executive Director    Board Chair
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The Journey Begins: 2000
The groundbreaking book Disposable People: 
New Slavery in the Global Economy inspires 
activists from the U.S. and the U.K. to form Free 
the Slaves (FTS) on March 2, 2000. 
The organization’s goals: research 
global slavery, create worldwide 
awareness, catalyze 
governmental 
responses and 
launch grassroots 
anti-slavery 
projects in 
vulnerable 
communities 
where trafficking 
is worst.

Sounding the Global Alarm: 
2001
FTS assists U.K. documentary 
filmmakers in the production of 
Slavery: A Global Investigation. The 
exposé airs on HBO in the U.S. and 
Channel 4 in the U.K. The film won 
a Peabody Award for distinguished 
achievement and meritorious public 
service.

Sowing the Seeds of Freedom: 
2001
FTS establishes its first formal agreement with a 
front-line community organization to 
liberate slaves in India. This shapes 
the heart of the FTS approach: work 
with and through local organizations 
at a community level to create global 
change.

2000    2001   2002    2003    2004    2005    2006    2007    2008    2009    2010    2011    2012    2013    2014    2015

Fighting for Freedom Timeline
Free the Slaves Highlights 2000-2015
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2000    2001   2002    2003    2004    2005    2006    2007    2008    2009    2010    2011    2012    2013    2014    2015

Rallying the World’s Moral 
Authorities: 2003
Nobel laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu joins 
Free the Slaves as an international 
adviser. “It is my great pleasure to 
support Free the Slaves in your sound 
research, targeted advocacy, and 
direct support of grassroots anti-
slavery groups around the world,” he 
writes.

Fostering Collective 
Action: 2007
FTS and other leading anti-slavery organizations 
launch The Action Group to End Human 
Trafficking and Modern-Day Slavery 
(now known as The Alliance to End 
Slavery and Trafficking – ATEST). 
The policy coalition coordinates 
Washington advocacy efforts for 
increased funding and tougher 
regulations to fight slavery.

Global Thought Leadership: 2007
FTS publishes the book Ending Slavery, 
a road map for what governments, 
businesses, religions, students and 
others can do to combat slavery. 
Former President Bill Clinton holds up 
the book at his annual Clinton Global 
Initiative conference touting it as the 
blueprint for action to eradicate slavery 
throughout the world. 

Honoring Heroes of the Anti-
Slavery Movement: 2008
FTS launches the Freedom Awards to publicize the 
work of anti-slavery innovators and attract new 
support for the anti-slavery movement. Award 
winners receive specialized training and funding to 
expand their work. Televised awards programs in 
Los Angeles feature authors such as Isabel Allende, 
athletes such as Emmitt Smith, musicians such as 
Jason Mraz and the Agape Choir, and 
actors such as Forest Whitaker, Demi 
Moore, Ashton Kutcher, Camilla Belle, 
Virginia Williams and Vincent Kartheiser.

Fighting for Freedom Timeline
Free the Slaves Highlights 2000-2015
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2000    2001   2002    2003    2004    2005    2006    2007    2008    2009    2010    2011    2012    2013    2014    2015

Showing the Human Face of 
Slavery: 2010
FTS publishes the book Slavery, 
a collection of fine art photos 
taken at FTS front-line projects 
by the acclaimed humanitarian 
photographer Lisa Kristine. Lisa’s 
TEDx talk about her experience, 
Photos that Bear Witness to Modern 
Slavery, has been viewed more than 
2 million times.

Record-Breaking Rescue: 2012
One of the largest rescues in FTS 
history occurs in India: 27 adults 
and 24 children from the village of 
Sakdouri are freed in one day from 
enslavement at a brick kiln, thanks 
to intervention by FTS and our 
front-line partners. “I’m running to 
freedom,” one man shouted as he 
raced to trucks that would take him 
home.

Focusing on Communities: 2013
FTS formalizes its Community Model for Fighting 
Slavery, designed to identify key factors that make 
people vulnerable and key interventions that can 
help people break free and stay 
free. The basic approach is to create 
assets that offset vulnerabilities: 
educate about rights and risks, 
organize community groups against 
slavery, strengthen household 
security, liberate those in slavery, 
and increase the costs and risks to 
perpetrators.

Building a Movement: 2013
FTS and other leading anti-slavery organizations 
convene the Freedom from Slavery Forum, an 
annual gathering designed to create a collegial 
space where leaders can coalesce, create 
partnerships, discuss promising 
practices, and develop a shared 
agenda for action. FTS serves as 
the forum secretariat.

Fighting for Freedom Timeline
Free the Slaves Highlights 2000-2015
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2000    2001   2002    2003    2004    2005    2006    2007    2008    2009    2010    2011    2012    2013    2014    2015

Evaluating our Impact: 2014
FTS develops an innovative set of data collection 
tools for anti-slavery field programs and begins 
a rigorous three-year evaluation of 
its community-based anti-slavery 
model in six front-line countries. The 
groundbreaking techniques evaluate 
improvements in the organizational 
strength of our front-line partners, 
the ability of community resilience 
and resistance to confront traffickers 
and overcome slavery over time, and reductions 
in slavery in the communities we help.

Removing Slavery from 
American Products: 2015
FTS advocacy helps prompt members of 
Congress to introduce the Business Supply 
Chain Transparency on Trafficking and Slavery 
Act. The bill would require major 
U.S. companies to publicly disclose 
measures they are taking to prevent 
human trafficking, slavery and child 
labor in their supply chains.

Breaking New Legal Ground: 
2015
Advocacy by FTS partner 
organizations prompts Nepal to 
outlaw slavery in the country’s new 
constitution. The constitution says 
that every person has the right to 
be protected from trafficking and 
slavery. It also ensures the right 
to compensation for trafficking 
survivors.

Promoting the Power of 
Partnership: 2015
FTS and Deloitte collaborate to 
publish The Freedom Ecosystem: 
How the Power of Partnership Can 
Help Stop Modern Slavery. The 
report assesses the state of the anti-
slavery movement and recommends 
actions to increase impact.

Fighting for Freedom Timeline
Free the Slaves Highlights 2000-2015
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          From Slavery
to Freedom ... 
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Conduct 
Contextual 
Research
SUBJECTS:

• Causes of Slavery 
• Interventions Needed

Increase 
Organizational 
 Capacity
TARGETS:

• NGOs
• Government
• Media
• Advocacy Coalitions
• International  Orgs

Foster 
Community 
 Resistance and 
Resilience
OUTCOMES:

• Behavior Change
• CBO Capacity Increased
• Household Security 

 Increased
• Survivor Security 

 Increased
• Legal/Police  Protection 

Increased

Sustained 
Reduction in 
Slavery
RESULTS:

• Slaves Freed 
• Freed Slaves 

Reintegrated
• New Cases of Slavery 

 Decrease
• % of the Population  in 

Slavery Decreases

Free the Slaves focuses on strengthening entire 
communities. That way, people who break free won’t 
fall back into slavery and traffickers won’t enslave 
others to take their place. By helping communities 
chart their own path based on their unique needs 
and circumstances, we build sustainable systems 
of freedom. Our model for freedom focuses on 
identifying at-risk communities and then developing the 
intellectual, organizational, legal, political, and physical 
assets needed to liberate the enslaved and overcome 
fundamental vulnerabilities to slavery. 

Free the Slaves helps communities overcome these 
vulnerabilities by:

• Helping people understand and exercise their 
rights

• Freeing enslaved people and advocating for 
the provision of basic needs for food, shelter, 
and safety

• Strengthening household security by 
addressing deficiencies of income, schooling, 
and health

• Organizing community groups against slavery
• Educating people on the risks of migrating for 

work
• Providing access to adequate legal protection
• Increasing the cost and consequences to 

perpetrators of slavery
• Dismantling the systems that allow slavery 

to flourish, and creating others that support 
former slaves learning to live in freedom

Our Community-Based Model
15-years of Freeing Communities
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1,106
People Freed  
from Slavery

327,135
People Reached 
Through Awareness 
Raising & Rights 
Education

4,051
Slaves or 
Survivors 
Receiving FTS/
Partner Services

1,405 
Government 

Officials 
Trained

74
Traffickers and 

Slaveholders 
Arrested

1,709
Communities  

Receiving Support

15 Years of Freeing Communities
2015 Global Program Results
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Congo: Evaluation Validates 
Impact; Film Increases 
Awareness
Brutal slavery defines life in Congo’s mining 
communities. FTS and our partners designed a 
24-month program to increase locally led resis-
tance to debt bondage in 15 vulnerable villages in 
North Kivu province; foster awareness of slavery 
and the means to resist; establish an anti-slavery 
coalition; and strengthen government officials’ 
anti-slavery knowledge and actions.

Our approach has had major local impact. Grass-
roots groups, civil society organizations, and 
community vigilance committees came togeth-

er to make a strong anti-slavery 
commitment. The population’s 

understanding of slavery evolved 
significantly. Parents now know 

their children should not work in 
mines but instead be enrolled in 

school. 

To raise awareness in the 
heart of Congo’s “conflict 
minerals” region, FTS and 
our partners screen Hatuko 
Watumwa, Swahili for “We 
Are Not Slaves,” a short 
film showing villagers how 
poor health and financial 
emergencies can lead to 
debt bondage—and how 
community members 
can unite to confront 
slavery and demand 
justice. As FTS spreads 
an anti-slavery message 
around the Congo, our 
impact grows.

15 Years of Freeing Communities
2015 Program Accomplishments

Ghana: New Fishing Project 
Begins
When the U.S. and Ghana signed the historic Child 
Protection Compact Partnership to accelerate the 
fight against child slavery in Africa, FTS was chosen 
to pioneer the effort.

Our initiative, Growing Up Free, is built on a com-
prehensive plan for prevention, rescue, prosecu-
tion, rehabilitation, reintegration, and education to 
overcome child fishing slavery. The four-year proj-
ect will free more than 400 children in Lake Volta’s 
fishing communities and train more than 2,000 
community members, authorities, and govern-
ment officials to sustainably combat child slavery.

The collaboration marks a major milestone for FTS. 
With our partners, International Needs Ghana and 
Right to Be Free, FTS teaches villagers to recognize 
child trafficking and reintegrate rescued children; 
supports livelihood 
alternatives; provides 
training and grants 
to NGOs that give 
aftercare services 
to victims; and will 
host two national 
symposia on 
child slavery.
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15 Years of Freeing Communities
2015 Program Accomplishments

Nepal: Fighting Traffickers after 
Earthquake; New Constitution 
Bans Slavery
Two months after April’s devastating earthquake, 
FTS was back at work helping Nepalis overcome 
trafficking and slavery. Two of our partners more 
than doubled in size, thanks to emergency fund-
ing from international groups to hire temporary 
anti-slavery field staff.

But Nepal’s infrastructure was destroyed. Children 
lost their parents. Damage and death, plus ongo-
ing aftershocks, traumatized villagers and activ-
ists. Human traffickers preyed on the vulnerable, 
posing as relief workers to trick poor families into 
unwittingly sending their children into domestic 
slavery.

FTS and our front-line partner GMSP took con-
crete steps to support formal and informal coun-
seling services so grassroots teams could contin-
ue their anti-slavery work. Our quick action and 

awareness efforts led to the rescue of six 
young boys, proving community education 
can deliver real results.

In September, Nepal took the 
historic step of banning hu-
man trafficking in its consti-
tution. Persistent advocacy 
by FTS partners for more 

than a decade helped en-
sure this monumental 

human rights victory. 
FTS supports AATWIN, 
a coalition of 32 orga-
nizations in Nepal that 
advocate on anti-slav-
ery, anti-trafficking, 

and women’s rights.

India: Measuring Community 
Maturity
Our approach to monitoring and evaluation is 
rigorous and proven. Innovative techniques eval-
uate the organizational strength of our front-line 
partners and reductions in slavery in communities 
we help. Our Community Maturity Tool is a self-as-
sessment of a community’s ability to sustainably 
overcome slavery.

In September, FTS hosted a workshop in Varanasi 
to assess the CMT’s poten-
tial to improve community 
empowerment efforts, 
bolster awareness initia-
tives, support the formation 
of community vigilance 
committees, help villagers 
form “Freedom Plans” 
for securing alternative 
livelihoods, and facilitate 
the establishment of 
transitional schools so 
child slavery survivors 
can fill gaps in their 
education.

Participants shared community 
models, discussed successes and 
challenges, learned how the CMT 
can improve their existing monitor-
ing systems, and gained confidence 
in their understanding of the CMT. 
FTS is helping our Freedom Fund 
partners in India adapt this vital tool 
to fit their unique contexts and better 
fight slavery.
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15 Years of Freeing Communities
2015 Program Accomplishments

Haiti: Joining Forces to Increase 
Impact
A new alliance between FTS and Beyond Borders 
will strengthen the efforts to protect Haitian chil-
dren from enslavement as domestic servants. The 
initiative, United to End Child Slavery, will combine 
existing field operations into a joint program that 
maximizes our anti-slavery impact by securing 
funding, optimizing the efficient use of resources, 
and catalyzing key actors.

Thousands of impoverished rural Haitian parents 
every year are tricked into sending their children 
to live with families in distant cities, conned by 
traffickers falsely offering young boys and girls the 
opportunity to attend school in return for helping 
with household chores. Instead, many children are 
subjected to exploitation, abuse, and neglect.

FTS and Beyond Borders have been working for 
years to end this brutal system known as restavèk. 
Together we will accelerate the process of ending 

child domestic servitude in Haiti and 
develop key skills and infra-

structure local groups can 
apply to other forms of 

child slavery and human 
trafficking. 

Brazil: Holding Corporations 
Accountable; Building 
Sustainable Freedom
An investigation by FTS partner Repórter Brasil, 
From Moral Responsibility to Legal Liability, found 
self-regulation by manufacturers is not sufficient 
to rid the world’s economy of slavery-tainted 
products. Public outrage over sweatshops led to 
modest improvement, but factories using slaves to 
make cheap clothes are still widespread.

The clothing industry has long 
been scrutinized for ineffectual 
supply chain responsibility and 
labor rights violations. Our 
anti-slavery program in Brazil 
supports raids by government 
agents to free slaves. Repórter 
Brasil publicizes human 
trafficking investigations 
and prosecutions 
to expose garment 
companies and hold 
violators responsible.

In August, FTS front-line 
partners briefed Brazil’s 
top anti-trafficking com-
mission on a ground-
breaking program that 
resettles slavery survi-
vors onto land provid-
ed by the government 
and offers job training 

focused on local 
needs. Our work 
encourages sus-
tainable systems 
of freedom in 
Latin America’s 

largest economy.



1 3  |  2 0 1 5  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

15 Years of Freeing Communities
2015 Program Accomplishments

Burkina Faso: Spreading our 
Model to New Countries
In Burkina Faso, FTS launched a new training 
program demonstrating that the same innovative 
techniques we created to combat child slavery in 
Ghana’s mining communities can be adapted to 
support myriad child rights programs elsewhere.

The FTS initiative trained community facilitators on 
issues of child labor and slavery, social protection, 
and data management systems for monitoring 
child abuse cases and supported social protection 
workers who raise awareness of child rights. Our 
goal is to reduce child labor in cotton fields and 
gold mines.

FTS was hosted by Counterpart International, which 
builds the capacity of leaders and social systems to 
solve problems in more than 65 countries. Shar-
ing tools we developed during our successful pilot 
project in Ghana, we taught local activists to create 
a social environment that protects children from 
sexual exploitation and violence, labor slavery, and 
abuse. We also shared how to address the lack 
of awareness, particularly for parents, about child 
rights, protections, and government resources.

Today a new team of facilitators is spreading our 
anti-slavery message throughout Burkina Faso.
  

Film Series Spotlights our 
Progress and People
Two extraordinary volunteers journeyed to FTS 
frontlines to meet survivors and activists for a film 
series titled “Face to Face with Slavery.” Cassie and 
Jordan Timpy donated months of their time to 
record slavery’s brutal realities—and what freedom 
looks like.

Their work uncovers vicious hidden slavery practic-
es in Nepal, India, Ghana, and the Congo and bears 
witness to remarkable grassroots efforts to bring 
thousands of people from slavery to freedom.

The 10-part series is a powerful resource for 
classroom discussions, fundraising parties, and 
community and church groups. It shows both the 
heartbreaking and triumphant stories of survivors: 
Kamala, in Nepal, who was tricked into slavery by 
her own aunt; Sanjafi, in India, who was captured 
by slave raiders who burned the homes of people 
in debt; and Seema, in Nepal, who fell prey to traf-
fickers but was rescued and now, with the help of 
FTS and our local partners, lives with dignity.
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15 Years of Freeing Communities
Building the Movement

Slavery Survivors 
Help Shape the 
Future
Child slavery survivors were among 
the key speakers at a conference 
organized by FTS, Broward College, 
and the Alliance to End Slavery and 
Trafficking (ATEST). Evelyn, from 
Cameroon, recalled how she was 
tricked into slavery by the promise 
of education and the American 
dream. Katariina recounted how she 
was forced into child prostitution in 
Florida at age 13.

The event mainly focused on the 
pandemic of restavèk, the common 
practice of domestic slavery in Haiti. 
Marie shared the grisly account of 
her childhood trapped in restavèk. 
Social welfare activist Diem Pierre 
spoke on how differentiating 
restavèk from child work is key to 
stopping restavèk horrors. FTS Exec-
utive Director Maurice Middleberg 
also spoke.

The intense personal testimonies 
conveyed the brutality of child slav-
ery—more importantly, the women’s 
stories underscored that slavery sur-
vivors can recover and lead fulfilling 
lives.
 

Forum Charts a 
Shared Agenda

At Stanford University, 38 key lead-
ers from 36 organizations around 
the world convened in October to 
create and chart a shared agenda 
at the third annual Freedom from 
Slavery Forum. FTS served as the 
forum secretariat.

Participants outlined four critical 
components for strengthening the 
anti-slavery movement: collecting 
better data on slavery; developing 
standards for services to slavery 
survivors; creating a platform 
for U.S. presidential candidates 
to support; and leveraging the 

inclusion of slavery in the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals.

Participants shared best practices, 
lessons learned, and new ideas, 
and forged relationships across 
organizations. AP reporter Mar-
tha Mendoza delivered the public 
presentation to a packed audience 
on the practical challenges of 
tracking slavery and slave-taint-
ed food through the supply 
chain—specifically slave-caught 
fish through Thailand and into the 
U.S. market—as well as the ethical 
challenges of considering the 
safety of slaves before and after 
publication.

The Freedom Forum’s ongoing 
mission is to catalyze the anti-slav-
ery and anti-human trafficking 
movement and increase its collec-
tive impact.
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15 Years of Freeing Communities
Building the Movement

Deloitte and Free the 
Slaves Examine the 
Power of Partnership
The world’s largest consulting 
firm has teamed up with FTS to 
combat modern slavery. A new 
Deloitte report on the anti-slav-
ery movement shows the pow-
er of partnership and makes 
recommendations to increase 
effectiveness.

“The Freedom Ecosystem,” 
released in October, examines 
how a system of organiza-
tions—from the private sector, 
civil society, government, aca-
demia, funding community, and 
broader public—can magnify 
anti-slavery efforts through 
greater collaboration.

“In 2011, we began an analytics 
project that showed the pow-
er of data to help eradicate 
human trafficking and slavery,” 
said coauthor Sean Morris. 
“The results inspired us to work 
with organizations such as FTS 
to figure out what is really driv-
ing slavery and ways to eradi-
cate those drivers.”

Using interviews with experts, 
extensive secondary research, 

and analyses of successful 
collective actions, the report 
identifies three components 
of increased progress: align on 
common goals; build mutual 
ownership; and create scalable 
solutions.

Incorporating these key ele-
ments will allow allies across 
various sectors to establish 
an infrastructure that both 
reinforces future change and 

addresses current challenges, 
such as formulating a standard 
definition for human trafficking, 
data gaps, limited resources, 
and shaping public policy. Rec-
ommendations include creat-
ing a professional association 
for joint learning; mobilizing 
resources through strategic 
alliances; and uniting around a 
common policy agenda.

“Since its inception in 2000, 
Free the Slaves has recognized 
ending modern slavery will 
require a comprehensive 
approach involving all sectors 
of society,” said Executive 
Director Maurice Middleberg. 
“This report provides 
compelling evidence for the 
FTS ethos, which is to embrace 
partnership and collective 
action as essential strategies 
for eradicating slavery.”
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15 Years of Freeing Communities
Global Advocacy Progress

U.N. Vows to End 
slavery

Ending slavery was a key objec-
tive at the U.N. General Assem-
bly’s summit in September. 
World leaders formally adopted 
universal Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, or SDGs, which U.N. 
member states are expected to 
use to frame their agendas and 
political policies. FTS advocated 
strongly for including ending 
slavery in the SDGs.

One of the U.N.’s adopted tar-
gets is to “take immediate and 
effective measures to eradi-
cate forced labor, end modern 
slavery and human trafficking, 
and secure the prohibition and 
elimination of the worst forms 
of child labor, including recruit-
ment and use of child soldiers, 
and by 2025 end child labor in 
all its forms.”

FTS applauds the U.N. for 
elevating the moral imperative to 
end slavery to a mandatory goal 

by a certain date. Executive 
Director Maurice Middleberg 
called for a concerted effort 
to attack slavery and human 
trafficking and quickly establish 
benchmarks to measure 
government progress.

Slavery Act: U.S. 
Considers Major 
Hike in Anti-slavery 
Funding
Lack of funding is one of the 
biggest challenges facing the 
anti-slavery movement. FTS re-
lentlessly advocates Congress 
to fund commitments that 
drive major impact.

In 2015, FTS 
supported the 
End Slavery 
Initiative Act, a 
bipartisan bill 
introduced 
to establish a 
non-profit, 
grant-mak-
ing foun-
dation in 
D.C. to 
fund 

programs outside the United 
States that must contribute to 
several objectives: the freeing 
and sustainable recovery of 
modern slaves; the preven-
tion of individuals from being 
enslaved; the enforcement 
of laws that punish individual 
and corporate perpetrators of 
modern slavery; the setting of 
defined goals and outcomes 
that can be empirically mea-
sured; and the achievement 
of a measurable 50 percent 
reduction of modern slavery in 
targeted populations.
 

The bill, sponsored by Sen. Bob 
Corker (R-TN) and Sen. Robert 
Menendez (D-NJ), seeks to raise 
$1.5 billion—a significant step 
in eradicating the brutal crime 
of modern slavery and human 

trafficking.
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From Slavery
to Freedom ... 
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15 Reasons You Should Donate
to Free the Slaves

1. We free slaves. We have liberated 
more than 11,000 people so far. With your 
continuing contributions, we will free even 
more.

2. We prevent slavery. We have trained more 
than 400,000 vulnerable villagers how to protect 
themselves, their families and their neighbors 
from predatory traffickers. 

3. We bring traffickers to justice. We have 
trained police worldwide, and we have helped 
them apprehend hundreds of traffickers across 
the globe.

4. We protect children. More than 25 percent 
of slavery victims are kids. Our child rights 
strategies help parents and communities 
safeguard their youngest and most vulnerable 
members.

5. We protect entire communities. 
We identify specific vulnerabilities that put 
community members at risk, then help residents 
overcome those challenges to make their village 
or neighborhood slavery-free.

6. We create sustainable freedom. We 
help survivors with counseling, education, skills 
training and microcredit so they can remain free 
after they break free. 

7. We create a freedom dividend. People 
in freedom get paid for their work. Slaves do 
not. When people break free and start earning 
money again, they boost their local economy. 

8. We take a holistic approach. Our 
community-based strategy does more  
than free slaves. It changes the  
conditions that allow slavery  
to persist.

9. You can trust us. Free the Slaves rigorously 
monitors our projects to ensure we’re getting 
the job done. More than 75 percent of every 
dollar goes to programs that fight slavery in the 
world’s worst trafficking hot spots.

10. It takes a movement. Trafficking is a 
worldwide problem and it will require a global 
movement to eliminate it. We will be successful if 
everybody joins together to say: Enough!

11. Ending slavery is the right thing to do. 
It’s morally wrong and it’s against the law. Period.

12. Ending slavery is the smart thing to 
do. Imagine putting $150 billion a year into the 
hands of impoverished and vulnerable people. 
That’s how much money traffickers profit each 
year. Ending slavery is a great investment to 
address global poverty. 

13. Your donation makes a difference. Our 
strategy to free entire communities, rather than 
individuals one at a time, accelerates the spread 
of freedom.

14. You can make history. Early abolitionists 
successfully outlawed slavery. But they didn’t 
eradicate it. That’s our generation’s job, to end 
slavery forever.

15. Freedom is the best gift you could ever 
give. Imagine the impact you can have on a 
child or a family’s life with a  
donation to Free the Slaves. 
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2015 2014
ASSETS

Cash & Cash Equivalents $950,328 $1,068,377

Grants & Pledges Receivable 649,021 650,795

Partner Advances 22,078 66,392

Other Receivables 8,437 19,309

Inventory 30,199 30,400

Prepaid Expenses 22,780 27,472

Security Deposit 8,447 8,447

Total Assets $1,691,290 $1,871,192

LIABILITIES

Accounts Payable and 
Accrued Liabilities $90,024 $38,470

Deferred Rent $102,844 $57,635

Total Liabilities $192,868 $96,105

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted 559,624 649,406

Temporarily Restricted 938,798 1,125,681

Total Net Assets $1,498,422 $1,775,087

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $1,691,290 $1,871,192

Statement of 
Activities

Statement of Financial 
Position

2015 2014
SUPPORT & REVENUE

Contributions & Grants $2,244,004 $2,675,174

Government Grants 487,766 599,524

In-Kind Contributions 366,664 137,470

Product Sales & Other Income 22,278 11,723

Total Support & Revenue $3,120,712 $3,423,891

EXPENSES

Program Services $2,654,635 $2,413,159

Management Services 431,601 465,930

Fundraising 311,141 308,396

Total Expenses $3,397,377 $3,187,483

Change in Net Assets $276,665 $236,408

Net Assets at Beginning of Year 1,775,087 1,538,679

Net Assets at End of Year $1,498,422 $1,775,087

Balanced Revenue and Efficient Expenditures

78%  Programs & Services

9%  Fundraising

2015 Expenditures

13%  Administration

54%  Foundations

18%  Individuals
16%  U.S. Government

12%  Other

2015 Revenue

Years ended December 31, 2015 and December 31, 2014. Complete audited 
financial reports and IRS filings are available on our website: freetheslaves.
net/donate
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1320 19th Street NW Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20036, USA

Tel: 202.775.7480 | Fax: 202.775.7485 | info@freetheslaves.net 
www.freetheslaves.net

facebook.com/freetheslaves | twitter.com/freetheslaves | instagram.com/freetheslaves 
vimeo.com/freetheslaves |  youtube .com/freetheslaves
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